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In an era of increasing distrust of institutions, the challenges for medical education are 

huge.  

 

Medical school must teach the importance of hypothesis testing, peer review, and critical 

analysis of research. The goals and processes of education and the values that must be 

emphasized in interactions with students should be reviewed, and a strong curriculum in 

the history of medicine is needed for a realistic appreciation for the potential, advances, 

and truths of science. 

 

Students should be encouraged to develop curiosity and inquiry and to show 

reasoned doubt about what they read and hear. Medical schools should redouble 

their commitment to clarity and truth by emphasizing critical thinking & critical review 

of the literature and teach respect for one another, tolerating disparate views without 

creating unnecessary polarization.  
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